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Report Highlights: 

On September 7, 2016, the Indian Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution’s 

Department of Legal Metrology amended the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011.  

The Amendment empowers Government of India (GOI) and state-level competent authorities to 

establish prices and quantity limits for retail-sale price of anything deemed an “essential commodity” 

under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.  This is 2016’s first amendment to the Legal Metrology 

Rules. 
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General Information:  
 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Department of 

Consumer Affairs website http://consumeraffairs.nic.in/.  The Office of Agricultural Affairs and/or the 

U.S. Government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

  

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs has termed its current Amendment as the Legal Metrology (Packaged 

Commodities) (Amendment) Rules, 2016.  In the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 

2011, provisos were added to Rule 5, sub-rule (1) and Rule 6, which authorizes a competent authority to 

establish quantity limits and set retail prices respectively under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.   

  

According to media sources, such an amendment was introduced to curb the recent escalation of prices 

in pulses, thus enabling GOI or state-level governments to establish retail prices.  Such enforcement is 

expected to nullify the concept of maximum retail prices and price caps of consumer-oriented 

commodities like pulses, milk, etc. 

  

Details of Notification G.S.R. 858(E) 

  

Publication Date: September 7, 2016 

Date of Implementation: Immediate 

Comment period: comments have not been invited  

WTO notification number and date: not notified to the WTO (as of October 4, 2016) 

Ministry in-charge: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution  

Products affected: All essential commodities  

   

The full text of the notification is attached below. 
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