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In April 2018, FAS Bucharest organized a workshop focused on the latest developments in the U.S. dairy
sector, from genetics to nutrition to herd management. This report provides a description of the program
carried out in Romania, April 23-24, 2018.



General Information:

Event name: Animal Genetics and Nutrition Roadshow
Beginning/Ending Dates: April 23-24, 2018
City/Country: Bucharest/Romania

Purpose and Description of Activity:

Romania ranks among the EU’s lowest in terms of average milk yields, as backyard dairying continues
to dominate. Most cows are raised by smallholders, with about half of the national herd held by farmers
with only 1-2 dairy cows (per 2016 Agricultural Survey). Nevertheless, the informal segment is
shrinking and the commercial segment is rapidly developing, meaning high-quality inputs, including
genetics and nutrition, and improved farm management techniques are increasingly important.

As farmers look to improve efficiency and yield, they are increasingly using high-quality genetics. In
2017 total dairy-genetic imports (frozen bovine semen) increased by 57 percent in volume terms and 21
percent in value terms over 2016. The United States was the second-largest supplier of bovine genetics
to Romania in 2017. U.S. exports of frozen bovine semen increased by 37 percent in value and 34
percent in volume over 2016. Generous 2016 domestic supports, as well as EU-level programs, help to
drive demand for high-quality genetics from the United States. However, competition from third-
country exporters also increased. Post saw an opportunity to reinforce to Romanian farmers that high-
quality U.S. genetics are available, are affordable, and are well represented on the Romanian market by
U.S. suppliers.

The activity provided a platform for discussion among major players about the most recent changes in
the sector, its challenges and opportunities as well as to seek valuable input for crafting future
strategies. Moreover, the activity was designed to facilitate the linkages between the U.S. genetics
importers and local dairy farmers (potential customers) ultimately leading to higher exports to Romania.

On April 23, 2018, FAS Bucharest organized a half-day seminar in partnership with the Romanian
Holstein Association. The activity was supported by the National Association of Animal Breeders
(NAAB), U.S. Livestock Genetics Export, Inc. (USLGE) and the U.S. Soybean Export Council
(USSEC). Speakers from the three organizations addressed the 70 participants about the latest
developments in the U.S. dairy sector, from genetics to nutrition to herd management. NAAB President
Jay Weiker spoke about dairy breeding, emphasizing that new technologies and genomic selection have
significantly changed the breeding landscape. Professor Scott Jensen, representing USLGE, and Dr.
Iani Chihaia, USSEC’s regional representative, discussed about the importance of high-quality feed
ingredients, stressing that proper nutrition is key for animals reach their genetic production potential.
Attendees included medium and large-sized farmers, breeders associations, genetics suppliers,
representatives of bovine research institutes, feed ingredient suppliers, and government officials. Topics
were well received by the participants and a vibrant Q&A session followed the presentations.



Partajaren gonomulul cu ascendant

Jonn Slette, Agricultural Attaché

Scott Jensen/University of Idaho ' Dr. lani Chihaia/USSEC



The second day featured a site visit for nearly 35 participants to a large dairy farm near Bucharest. The
2,600-head operation uses significant quantities of U.S. genetics. At the farm, U.S. guests shared their
advice with the group on breeding, reproduction, and feeding.

Dairy farm visit From left to right: Prof. Scott Jensen, Regional Attaché
Jonn Slette, Dr.f Jay Weiker, and farmer Nicusor§erban

Participants share opinions during the dairy farm visit.

Expected Results and Desired Outcomes

In terms of sales, the United States ranks second in Romanian imports of bovine genetics. U.S. genetics
maintain market share of 21 percent in value terms, but only six percent in number of doses. As an
outcome of the activity and new linkages, Post expects that genetics sales will expand by $30,000 in the
next 12 months. As the size of dairy farms increase and smaller farms consolidate, the demand for



frozen semen will surge. Post expects that U.S. genetic exports are likely to grow by 50 percent over a
period of 2-3 years.

In the same time, as farmers became more knowledgeable about the genomic technology benefits, the
number of farmers embracing genomics is expected to rise. According to the Holstein RO Association,
the number of genomic tests amounted to 700 tests by June 2018 from just three in 2013.

Regarding dairy nutrition, FAS Bucharest expects that Romanian farmers will improve feeding practices
correlating cow needs during different production phases with the type of feeding and the farm goals.
As farmers get more sophisticated, we expect that new feed ingredients, such as soybean hulls or
distiller's dried drains with solubles (DDGS), will be more incorporated.

Media, both on-line and printed, was very well represented at this event. Article captures and links to
the media articles published about the event are included in Appendix 1.

Considering the fear competition among genetics suppliers on the Romanian market, Post believes that
such outreach activities increase farmers’ interest in high-quality U.S. genetics and make them aware of
the role investments in genetic resources play in improving a herd. The activity conducted in Bucharest
attracted mostly the dairy farms located in the south and southeastern regions. Although these areas
have the highest concentration of Holstein dairy farms in terms of both number of farms and farm-size,
future outreach programs should include small to medium-average farms located in other parts of the
country.

Appendix 1 - List of selected web links and print magazines featuring the activity
http://agrointel.ro/96537/cum-arata-vaca-perfecta-la-americani-de-la-holstein-se-va-intra-in-era-jersey/

http://www.diacaf.com/stiri/economic/in-vizita-la-agroserv-mariuta-fermierul-nicusor-serban-
gazda 72527932.html

https://www.agroinfo.ro/economic/lectia-americana-despre-cresterea-vacilor



http://agrointel.ro/96537/cum-arata-vaca-perfecta-la-americani-de-la-holstein-se-va-intra-in-era-jersey/
http://www.diacaf.com/stiri/economic/in-vizita-la-agroserv-mariuta-fermierul-nicusor-serban-gazda_72527932.html
http://www.diacaf.com/stiri/economic/in-vizita-la-agroserv-mariuta-fermierul-nicusor-serban-gazda_72527932.html
https://www.agroinfo.ro/economic/lectia-americana-despre-cresterea-vacilor

Profitul Agricol weekly magazine

Viitorul fermei de lapte s citete in genomici

C awad poigrid eresiery a5k VR acenrad ini s ol i pminD e i it

A 1 e v e owiesale)

wrnc,. Yo R

A i T S 8 O B B v i e 2

e

P wrid T e e

e, g et Eplindbe-dle o Hidkar,

P R R

o A T e AL S G el

R R i B e
TG CATER IWOSHE R
B b e e Aibad TR U B
- b et ot A e | ok
A% ! ol e wc i ]
SRR L e TS
et i SO L A
Pl Tl R T
 rar i iy
o cowh S
b T T T
S i PR el (R
P S et A ko L e
e rven A Trareen b 1
Tl e oa S ga vl
ke e

oA amat ol 1 b FEl
el Bty Loed o e X0
R R SN
it B W e maben e
P i R i o B

e geaT s b g
i i S M i
o . P i i
atmrd nd wanh 0 oo U TR-
i Vet il Thrmsiog Byl 4 Sy
s b e R P 3 ey
WSk 4 < TR 44 ke
i avmreenk w1 il H
Fortins 3 Kol whue -t b
S i i P e Dl
Bl

g e e
AT S € e e

L il il il BV W o
Rk EAHED W ESE WEas)
weEcanA M B O el el i 1
5 dra i gl S s, R, el R

A B T DA
vk e e i

Aear T R e
st e 5 i M oo il
ey, 1 o A L
P R T
Tmcuade ¢ Eree deh b vk
e e e e

Rt o) bt 2 by -
2 ]I b b e
I e e RS e
e ok s e e
e b B R
TGl daterd i W
el el T Gl =
ekt s, ol ey et b
e ] e £ e P
e e L]

Temares wisubr
o Lok 0 BIRTR 3 PLTE
RN o )
sl cm b o e e g
PR B A 4 e ks
AT E s T O O T
‘o gk [y T el il
[ It

Pl iyt 1 i

(RESTEREA ANTWALELOR

Tendinte si detalii in nutritia vacii de ilple dm b A

e bl sl g b e i85 ..'.- i
LT T VTG P T e R U e B T

Ilml"l

Aot Sk el TN sl el i ik e a'ﬁl ql.w Heay

Fuws i
o Al

i 'rl,pr-'rupuln.llr-vnmll e (e
% e, prtn o dic naed, Lo Tritloyle dwbaded

AU o e G o e et i e it T mae e

mu i

B Jderadr. 3 imd T ami sl
SRR S i o g e TR
T S e o o el
L T e T

ool i roobeard - reala dn
ek 5 e e S R o
[P T
e don T e tunind Sk B
L i b, e T R s
T e e R e
ool s pe bl geaim e
i Y S, OO T [
by, vt LTk B iy e
Lo LR R T T L]
Wi ek ki e s
kg i B

R S e Ok b
STH T L e ] Py
b st [ e (o e
Wi f1pbl W s b
Fe m Kol ot gl
A T A T
v b TR gt o chrkane

LRE-LR-= R T AT W R STt
A S e

A e | g e T
A e R AT g rllardar an
BRI B I 0 1k
o ol b e caTanpital o
Harkewl pan s SmEp e
A, @ A ek, e e
Sbirpirs i e, P GBS, s o By
il e S tonbeabe & o
sl o e .
St Ioe Tk B et S ek
AR e b e

S e My W R
(el 0 P e TRl
B SR Pa ST TN 5 e Tk
A Tetws s S 6 askpbn o
B Lo o e e
s o e entd ot ko
b e v il L op i s e

o ol el e, ek il
s L e et Nt v o, i
ki A+ it 2P S A
PR e e

[

o | ks AT e i i
ikt i L b b b
B wotres oot e
WP Wb rhptereril g o 2l
34 O i e 5
A b it i T
i 0w el

SapTEl Tl TR
Cliw e b S ey gl -
oo nmerd e e paeL o iR
i el e R
505 vy V- P i (i, v P R
Erymrteu E LM L 2 1
B e ool oy o B g
S I i34 3 due b clud
e S i e e S apE
L L e L
VR e e e
BTSF AN ST SecldiALa 10
g, Jorihirs Sy &2 F oiw
e migm o pe B i e

T e e R T T
A e e T vk v 25
Tl N il DN
S L T PO M
LaNpdera

CHTHE A o
S M A L 1
e b WERS T e oy N e i
TR b e

M, ST o e i
Ly om il Ceok e e b
T, e Pmory ol i Y, O
ol agen b o by B b
L L MO e ST T
v e ot S w1l il
¥k N WEVI e peieli
Tl S ] A o
R e S RS
T A s R

A 3 2 ke L A
3 W < vt s e iy
ik, TR s o i e )
A P il s o
TE R S el
CE L G R TR Ok
agherz g ul ar -in axte:ndie,

L i ot e - s d e e
Y By Dl 50 e ol
i i e o i D
emesl Arh. rd | M.
TN T e P 4 ] o
aroral W 8 ol bl G
A AL e b

Fr A T
Fwroinn L

- S s g 2 ' S e |
D " T T ) per
A R LB et
o b g Bt o i p T
s Bl o b g onn
- i Rk | R
s e, el do T
S L S Banvdal st e
G DT A
i o e i (g B ey




