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Report Highlights:

Ethiopia’s agriculture imports reached $1.8 billion in 2015. Future imports are expected to increase as
the country’s economy and population continue to grow at a faster pace than local production capacity.
Presently, commercial imports of U.S. agricultural products (excluding food aid) range from $30-40
million each year. By comparison, Ethiopia’s agricultural exports to the United States appear to have
reached a record of nearly $160 million in 2015.



Ethiopia’s Ag Imports Projected to Keep Growing:

According to official Ethiopian trade statistics, imports of agricultural products have grown from just
over $1 billion in 2010 to nearly $1.8 billion in 2015. Similarly, over this same period, imports by
volume increased from 1.9 million to 3 million metric tons.

As the country’s economy continues to steam ahead and as the population grows from its current level
of nearly 100 million inhabitants, imports of agricultural products are expected to continue growing as
demand outpaces local production capacity. This anticipated growth, however, will be moderated
somewhat due to anticipated increases in local agricultural production and the private sectors’ difficulty
in accessing sufficient amounts of foreign exchange.

The country’s foreign exchange reserves were recently estimated at less than two months of import
coverage, below the IMF recommended minimum of three months. Therefore, if Ethiopia is to meet the
expected increase in demand for certain agricultural imports, it will need to, among other things,
increase its exports (e.g. agriculture and floriculture products, textiles and apparel, leather and leather
products, and electricity, etc.).

Ag Imports Growing, Especially Wheat, Sugar, and Palm Oil:

Similar to the economic development trends of other countries, as Ethiopian consumers’ incomes have
grown, the demand for cooking oil, sugar, livestock protein (e.g. meat, milk and eggs), wheat-based
products (e.g. pasta, cookies, and biscuits), and convenience foods is increasing.

Of these products, palm oil, sugar and sweeteners, and wheat were the three largest agriculture imports
by value in 2015.*  From 2010-2015, imports of palm oil doubled to nearly $425 million, wheat imports
climbed 20 percent to a little more than $360 million, while imports of sugar and sweeteners grew 65
percent to almost $180 million. It should be noted that the Government of Ethiopia (GoE) intends to
increase local production of wheat and sugar to reduce and eventually eliminate imports of these
products. However, given local demand requirements and existing capacity constraints, post expects
imports of these (and other) products to continue for the foreseeable future.

In addition, imports of rice, prepared foods, distilled spirits, pasta, and vegetable oil, among others
showed significant growth as consumers’ diets are changing. For example, over the six-year period
from 2010-15, rice imports increased six fold to almost $158 million, prepared food imports quadruped
to $126 million, distilled spirt imports doubled to almost $20 million, pasta imports increased seven fold
to $38 million. Refer to the table 1 at the end of the report for detailed import data.

Current U.S. Ag Sales to Ethiopia:

According to Ethiopian trade statistics, commercial imports (excluding food aid) of U.S. agricultural
products range between $30-40 million each year.? Roughly two-thirds of these products are first
passing through Dubai, UAE before being forwarded to Ethiopia in a mixed container. According to

! A portion of the imported wheat is from the United States; nearly all U.S. wheat is for food assistance.

2 A significant amount of the U.S. ag products reaching Ethiopia are first shipped to the UAE and then forwarded to Ethiopia
in a mixed container. These indirect shipments do not show up in U.S. trade statistics as product destined for Ethiopia.
However, with the help of Ethiopian trade statistics, which identifies the products’ original country of origin, both the volume
and value of most of these indirect shipments can be calculated.



ERCA import statistics, the leading U.S. items being sold commercially include malt extract ($14.4m),
maize flour/groats ($3.4m), snack foods ($1.7m), protein concentrates ($1.5m), planting seeds ($1.4m),
hop extract ($0.7m), fresh fruit, mostly apples ($0.3m), and fruit and vegetable juices ($0.3m),
condiments and sauces ($0.3m), distilled spirits ($0.2m), forest products ($0.2m). See table 2 for
breakdown of current U.S. ag imports. For U.S. products that may have future market potential, please
contact FAS/Addis Ababa at AddisAbaba.Ag@fas.usda.gov.

By comparison, Ethiopia shipped nearly $160 million (FOB value), which appears to be a record, of
agricultural products to the United States in 2015. Major exports were coffee ($121m), oilseeds ($21m),
horticulture products ($5m), prepared foods ($4.9m) of which most is injera, processed vegetables
($1.5m), pulses ($1.2m), and spices ($0.7m).


mailto:AddisAbaba.Ag@fas.usda.gov

Table 1: Ethiopia’s Agriculture Imports CIF Value (USD)

% Increase

Change in Value

Commodity 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2010/15 2010/15
. 218,686, 329,056, 384,801, 358,370, 407,037, 423,633, 0
Palm Qil 784 548 377 239 339 708 94% 204,946,923
300,125, 396,636, 324,893, 464,228, 321,164, 363,071, 0
Wheat 347 299 344 050 182 735 21% 62,946,388
108,647, 176,691, 171,719, 211,696, 179,829, 179,044, 0
Sugars & Sweeteners (mostly sugar) 305 746 644 592 086 294 65% 70,396,969
. 25,755,2 51,352,0 76,363,1 89,583,1 105,793, 157,645, 0
Rice 77 99 29 53 781 380 512% 131,890,104
34,012,3 50,150,2 88,420,8 73,180,5 101,950, 125,785, 0
Prepared Foods 75 81 20 05 601 361 270% 91,772,986
Other Intermediate Products (e.g. malt, flour, 56,859,2 112,927, 81,247,1 88,869,9 110,257, 110,325, 94% 53,465,873
yeast, hop extract) 31 528 59 31 784 104
36,726,3 39,212,6 46,116,4 61,926,1 68,518,9 84,799,7 0
Forest Products 94 54 70 17 36 52 131% 48,073,358
. 40,036,9 15,276,4 7,599,30 31,301,4 42,632,4 72,673,6 0
Coarse Grains (ex. corn) 76 23 3 25 05 01 82% 32,636,625
. 35,904,6 49,653,0 47,340,1 40,571,5 35,965,5 54,429,8 0
Vegetable Oils NESOI 84 16 29 35 51 17 52% 18,525,133
32,312,7 26,826,1 32,363,0 16,931,6 20,172,1 44,4412 0
Pulses o1 20 92 64 95 65 38% 12,128,564
o 31,715,2 27,689,0 31,092,5 41,2737 28,352,0 32,608,8 0
Essential Qils 13 79 94 63 93 31 3% 893,618
Distilled Spirits 8,54231,48 8,2297,28 9,6232,17 14,528,9 16,328,0 21,251)3,7 154% 13.152,235
7,014,86 7,056,05 10,337,4 12,9449 13,359,8 15,741,7 0
Snack Foods NESOI 0 7 05 15 20 36 124% 8,726,877
. . 4,891,78 6,490,78 9,942,71 11,532,9 11,642,2 12,837,9 0
Fruit & Vegetable Juices 4 9 9 29 20 92 162% 7,946,207
Soybean Oil 2,34259,71 13,;85,2 3,2997,67 5,3381,92 2,2765,63 10,224,4 35306 8,284,706
Dairy Products 17,;(1)9,5 10,220,6 10,%9,5 6,4147,27 9,0589,64 10,383,7 -40% (6,835,890)




Table 1: Ethiopia’s Agriculture Imports CIF Value (USD)

Commodity 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 %zz)q%;igse Chag%elgl‘l\ga'“e

Planting Seeds 5,8919,69 5,0385,48 4,6237,22 7,6559,39 9,5906,13 9,4621,51 50% 3.561.821

Processed Fruit 3,6056,66 14,389,5 1o,i§6,2 7,6951,50 5,7466,29 8,7864,99 144% 5.178.332

Tobacco 11,221,8 7,9807,64 7,4712,78 8,3312,29 8,6146,41 6,3931,42 16% (5,540,405)

Rubber & Allied Gums 3,2132,60 6,0931,59 7,1012,00 7,4562,20 4,5289,20 6,2346,06 01% 5.023.461
Nursery Products & Cut Flowers 4,8300,03 4,8238,62 7,5018,32 5,5439,81 3,5148,09 5,3404,45 1% 514.420

Fresh Fruit 2,0253,25 1,5918,78 1,9775,00 3,0481,85 3,9442,68 4,8741,47 141% 2848219

Condiments & Sauces 2,0012,95 2,2474,24 2,5752,44 3,2885,20 3,6359,58 4,464?,95 123% 2,464,003

Biodiesel & Blends > B30 2,4390,34 3,0556,99 3,1946,17 6,6062,11 6,2303,76 4,0938,07 59% 667724

o 1,0613,50 043,346 1,5444,69 1,6816,74 2,6017,39 3,3478,96 2150 2,285,466

Spices 1,1954,33 1,3305,28 1,6717,14 1,8672,24 2,3057,74 3,2268,45 170% 2034121
Fresh Vegetables 2,3613,94 603,416 3,1587,50 1,6549,39 2,5012,21 2,6791,93 3% 307,998

Fish Products 1,2540,56 1,5728,21 2,0721,67 2,1048,42 2,4567,57 2,5438,01 104% 1207 450
Chocolate & Cocoa Products 1,8676,68 3,2841,53 3,2216,47 2,8122,60 3,5205,03 2,5028,37 21% 641,685
Wine & Beer 1,6234,27 1,7360,09 1,6605,08 2,6606,46 3,5119,83 2,3814,34 7% 760,069
Processed Vegetables 1,1612,05 1,3045,37 1,7908,04 1,7909,28 7,4998,02 2,2027,09 90% 045,041
Non-Alcoholic Bev. (ex. juices, coffee, tea) 394,432 492,714 1'1276'95 1’5274’41 1’0535’25 1’4385’30 264% 1,040,876
Feeds & Fodders NESOI 673,751 | 659,307 | 953,233 1'0440’54 4’9357'55 1'2620'18 87% 586,431
Live Animals 571,772 1'4826’23 933,633 2'1778’44 738,627 1'2423'32 117% 671,550




Table 1: Ethiopia’s Agriculture Imports CIF Value (USD)

% Increase

Change in Value

Commodity 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 e e Y
Cotton 15471 524 502 250 518064 | 106348 6774% 1,048,014
1 4
Coffee, Roasted and Extracts 430332 | 388843 1’1213'40 499.862 | 759,306 | 943,998 119% 513,667
Meat Products NESOI 208261 | 384247 | 351260 | 346,664 3’4263'98 601,047 189% 393,685
Other Bulk Commodities 1'9701‘54 1’0760’41 1’8118'05 1’4504’58 942,431 555,286 -12% (1,416,254)
Tea 166151 | 84410 | 142781 | 136320 | 546214 | 498371 200% 332,220
Peanuts 73.757 3'7779’33 400869 | 171,016 | 126447 | 480,699 55206 406,942
Poultry Meat & Prods. (ex. eggs) 110928 | 99,509 92,462 74672 | 873270 | 378303 241% 267,375
Beef & Beef Products 148,788 | 177429 | 202714 | 205323 | 336,507 | 219,385 47% 70597
Animal Fats 864713 | 20.448 3,277 51.233 91487 | 143116 -83% (721,598)
Tree Nuts 593029 | 79192 | 903241 | 74170 | 124777 | 141154 76% (451,875)
Pork & Pork Products 125206 | 158125 | 110000 | 211,799 | 172881 | 103883 17% (21,323)
Oilseeds NESOI 79649 | 265903 | 614234 | 910275 | 60449 86.119 8% 6.470
Ethanol 4510 90,778 2.998 11,405 71,247 85 583 1798% 81,073
Coffee, Unroasted 55,509 53.154 91,421 50874 | 151422 | 62.946 13% 7437
Eggs & Products 40893 | 131,965 | 35856 73059 24,280 26 842 “34% (14,050)
Dog & Cat Food 86,994 50,780 63.089 33817 56.826 20,924 76% (66,070)
Oilseed Meal/Cake (ex. soybean) 856,264 1'5465’29 23,396 30,036 18,497 -98% (837,766)
104867
Soybeans 342,111 . 403,041 5,201 14,540 10,412 97% (331,698)
Hay 357 368 204 38,627 3,002 #DIV/0! 3,002
Hides & Skins 45,862 35571 5,021 2.766 6,085 2,744 ~94% (43.118)
Rapeseed 107 1,501 #DIV/O! 1501
Soybean meal 1,361 907,300 55 2,135 1,687 243 -82% (1,118)
Cocoa Beans 10674 239 13 ~100% (10,674)
Grand Total 101502 | 139038 | 140498 | 160173 | 1.56440 | 1,797.58 7% 782,555




Table 1: Ethiopia’s Agriculture Imports CIF Value (USD)

% Increase Change in Value

Commodity 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2010/15 2010/15

4 3 7 0 4 0

Source: Ethiopia Revenue & Customs Authority (ERCA). Includes Ag, Fishery, and Forestry Products, BICO format.




Table 2: Imports of U.S. Agriculture Products CIF Value (USD)

Commodity 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Wheat 150,74 126,35 99,084 85,911 72,874 88,478
0,697 5,690 ,380 ,537 ,866 787
Coarse Grains (ex. cor) 37,514 4,799, 948,20 31,270 22,753 61,921
' ,953 757 0 767 ,032 ,090
Pulses 26,635 19,919 27,592 16,003 14,579 35,905
,833 ,622 ,672 ,236 ,816 ,009
Prepared Eoods 9,867, 10,934 16,254 20,191 19,860 18,729
P 032 ,697 ,623 ,091 ,182 ,700
. 16,948 14,604 16,833 12,578 14,189 16,073
Vegetable Oils NESOI 693 624 645 094 328 732
. 7,830, 13,797 5,984, 11,041 8,802, 4,906,
Other Intermediate Products 991 283 968 005 849 845
476,72 271,46 898,86 1,312, 1,421, 1,739,
Snack Foods NESOI 0 8 7 418 900 682
. 305,53 731,36 607,02 718,47 1,419,
Planting Seeds 25,049 1 A 9 7 095
Eresh Fruit 112,50 229,39 336,53 173,38 197,48 345,45
4 5 1 0 1 8
Condiments & Sauces 120,96 166,96 128,23 203,43 301,03 285,96
6 4 3 9 2 4
Fruit & Vegetable Juices 2,979 6,339 - 122’96 31%’34 28:;’75
Distilled Spirits 25752 | 19,154 1971'12 103589 103’48 21%*79
Forest Products 200,40 280,52 305,29 263,99 279,42 210,13
7 6 2 4 0 7
172,38
Poultry Meat & Prods. (ex. eggs) 7,371 12,638 10,254 5,589 21,775 5
. 1,578, 850,62 239,20 249,64 118,87
Rice 294 6 5 5,568 5 0
Other 7,104, 7,239, 2,712, 3,830, 6,542, 485,11
155 441 142 016 536 4
Total 259,19 199,79 172,25 183,63 163,20 231,29
2,396 3,755 7,497 1,017 9,168 5,420
Commercial Import Total (Minus Food Aid — 27,352 34,114 27,798 37,867 38,812 28,916
wheat, coarse grain, pulses, and veg oil)1/ 221 ,062 ,600 ,384 ,126 ,802

Source: Ethiopia Revenue & Customs Authority (ERCA). Includes Ag, Fishery, and Forestry Products, BICO Format.

1/ Note: The individual figures for these food aid commaodities differ from official USG statistics.

Table 3: Ethiopia's Top Agricultural Exports to the United States (FOB value)




Commodities 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Coffee. Unroasted 69,421,14 75,3;17,06 65,437,33 68,2;15,28 59 035 310 121,1304,83
Oilseeds 19'°§1’81 8,301,158 18'0%8'73 18'4;8’10 12566953 | 21,143,920
N”rserylflg?s:r"sts & Cut 1221574 | 1083653 | 1,804,469 | 2483829 | 3588186 | 4,969,206
Prepared Foods (e.g. injera) 202721 722978 | 1393222 | 2048119 | 3244276 | 4912418
Other Intermediate Products 621,800 584,680 754940 | 1.070.830 | 1117400 | 1.974476
Processed Vegetables 6,436 2,242 839 112,541 386,922 1,508,316
Pulses 702162 | 1.653.077 | 201,765 196,180 287,447 1,182,350

Spices 315,600 256,153 381 489 517524 488,282 697 356

Other 368728 214,211 463,602 464254 533,190 537,605
9202198 | 8816522 | 8850639 | 93.61667 | 11129796 | 158,030.48

Grand Total 4 1 4 5 7 1

Source: ERCA



