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Report Highlights: 

On November 9, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a directive 

clarifying that all imported consignments of alcoholic beverages bottled in origin and in bulk, containing 

more than ten percent alcohol with no expiry date will be issued a no-objection certificate (NOC) with a 

validity of 300 days. The NOC will be issued according to Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Import 

Regulations 2017 and may be revalidated based on visual inspection if the consignment is at the port 

beyond 300 days. On November 24, the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs issued standing 

instructions to all customs officials based on the FSSAI directive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Central Board of Indirect 

Taxes and Customs website https://www.cbic.gov.in/index. The Office of Agricultural Affairs and/or the 

U.S. Government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. This summary is based on a cursory review 

of the subject announcement and therefore should not be viewed under any circumstance, as a definitive 

reading of the regulation in question, or of its implications for U.S. agricultural export trade interests. 
The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is 

subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. 

 

 

General Overview 

On November 9, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a directive 

clarifying that all imported consignments of alcoholic beverages bottled in origin and in bulk, containing 

more than ten percent alcohol with no expiry date will be issued a no-objection certificate (NOC) with a 

validity of 300 days. 

 

Background 

On July 22, 2021, the Maharashtra Customs Commissioner issued an order detailing the procedure for 

filing an ex-bond bill of entry.  According to this procedure, ex-bonding, or the removal of imported 

goods from a bonded warehouse, is not allowed without the issuance of a no-objection certificate (NOC) 

from relevant participating government agencies (PGAs). The relevant officers will verify the NOC 

validity before providing the out of charge (OOC) clearance.  The order provided an example of the 

Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) as a PGA.  

Previously, FSSAI was issuing NOCs with a validity of one month from the date of issuance.  

 

Additional Cost Burden for Importers of Alcoholic Beverages  

Many importers store goods in bonded warehouses due to the high tariffs incurred on alcoholic 

beverages. The duration of a product in a bond varies on its shelf-life and demand. Once an importer is 

ready to ex-bond the products out of the bonded warehouse, they must present a NOC. FSSAI’s previous 

short validity for NOC was a great concern for local stakeholders as it interrupted the importation of 

alcoholic beverages that add value to the country’s processing and hospitality sectors.  The short validity 

imposed additional costs on importers due to resampling and retesting costs for products that have 

already been cleared by FSSAI. In September 2021, FAS India submitted a written request to FSSAI 

asking for an extension of the validity of NOCs based on the actual shelf life of the product. According 

to contacts, local stakeholders also reached out to authorities to seek a resolution of this issue at that 

time.  
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Details of Notification:  

 

Type of Regulation: Office Order/Instructions 

Public Notice Date: November 24 ,2021 

Proposed Date of Adoption: November 9, 2021 

 

Notifications Text as published: The full text of this notification can be accessed on the Central Board 

of Indirect Taxes and Customs, Ministry of Finance (F.No. 401/86/2021-Cus-III) and is pasted below as  

as Appendix-I  

 Direction under Section 16 (5) of Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 regarding extension of 

validity of the NOC for the Alcoholic Beverages Bottled in Origin & in Bulk-reg – November 

24, 2021 

 

Products Affected: All categories of imported liquor 

 

Agency in Charge: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, Government of India 

 

Implementing Agency: Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, Ministry of Finance, 

Government of India 

 

Additional Public Notifications 

 

 PN-023-17-Subject: Procedure for filing warehouse Bills of Entry in cases where PGA NOC is 

required. – March 1, 2017 

 

 PN-182-16 - Sub:- Procedure in respect of clearance of import FCL (Full Container Load) 

containers involving Participating Government Agencies (PGAs)-reg. – December 23, 2016 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cbic.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-instructions/cs-instructions-2021/cs-ins-24-2021.pdf
https://www.cbic.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-instructions/cs-instructions-2021/cs-ins-24-2021.pdf
http://www.jawaharcustoms.gov.in/pdf/PN-2017/PN_NO_23.pdf
http://www.jawaharcustoms.gov.in/pdf/PN-2017/PN_NO_23.pdf
http://www.jawaharcustoms.gov.in/pdf/PN-2016/PN_NO_182.pdf
http://www.jawaharcustoms.gov.in/pdf/PN-2016/PN_NO_182.pdf


 
   
   
 

 
 

 

Appendix I – Ministry of Finance, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, Direction F.No. 

401/86/2021-Cus-III 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


