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Report Highlights: 

On November 9, 2017, Government of India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

operationalized Food Safety and Standards (Organic Food) Regulation, 2017. The Regulations have 

been finalized after incorporating comments received from the stakeholders on the draft Regulation, 

which was notified to WTO stakeholder on May 4, 2017. 
 

  

General Information:  
 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and 

Standard Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in/.  The Office of Agricultural 

Affairs and/or the U.S. Government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

 

On March 31, 2017, FSSAI published a draft notification on Food Safety and Standards (Organic 

Foods) Regulations, 2017, which were then notified to WTO members on May 4, 2017. On November 

9, 2017, Government of India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority of India operationalized Food 

Safety and Standards (Organic Food) Regulation, 2017. (Refer to GAIN IN7047, IN7061) 

 

Major highlights of the notification include: 

 No person shall manufacture, pack, sell, offer for sale, market, distribute, or import any organic 

food products unless they comply with the regulations; 

 Organic foods should comply with provisions from at least one of the following: 

 National Program for Organic Production (NPOP) 

 Participatory Guarantee System of India (PGS- India) 

 Other system or standards notified by the Food Authority 

 Organic food which is marketed through direct sales by the small original producer or producer 

organization shall be exempted from the provisions; 

 Organic labeling requirements should be accurate, in addition to the standard labeling 

requirements; 

 Traceability should be established up to the producer level; 

 All organic foods should comply with the Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards 

and Food Additives) Regulation 2011, and the Food Safety and Standards (Contaminants, 

Toxins, and Residues), Regulations, 2011; 

 Sellers of organic foods will be required to display organic food items in a distinguishable 

manner from conventional food items; 

 Organic food imports under bilateral or multilateral agreements on the basis of the equivalence 

of standards between NPOP and the organic standards of the exporting countries shall not be 

required to re-certify on import; and 

 All organic food consignments should be accompanied by a Transaction Certification (TC) 

issued by an accredited certification body covered under the terms of equivalence agreement.  

For more details, please refer to the notification pasted at the end of this report.  The notification is also 

available on the website of FSSAI at www.fssai.gov.in/. 

 

Details of Notification: 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/FSSAI%20Invites%20Comments%20for%20Organic%20Food%20Regulations_New%20Delhi_India_4-19-2017.pdf
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/WTO%20Notified%20-%20Draft%20Regulations%20for%20Organic%20Foods_New%20Delhi_India_5-17-2017.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/home/food-standards/regulations/food-products-standards.html
http://www.fssai.gov.in/home/food-standards/regulations/food-products-standards.html
http://www.fssai.gov.in/home/food-standards/regulations/contaminants-toxins-and-residues.html
http://www.fssai.gov.in/home/food-standards/regulations/contaminants-toxins-and-residues.html
http://www.fssai.gov.in/


 Date of Publication on FSSAI website: November 9, 2017 

 Date of implementation: November 9, 2017 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
   

 


