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Algeria’s MY 2014/15 total grain production suffered from water stress due to the spring drought. The 

preliminary forecast is 3.0 MMT, a 38 percent decrease from last year’s crop of 4.9 MMT. The effects 

of the drought will likely lead to higher wheat imports.  
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General information 

  

The Minister of Agriculture announced in a press release that total grain production for MY2014-

2015 will be heavily affected by the spring drought.  The preliminary forecast is 3.0 MMT compared 

to 4.9 MMT last year.  Thus far, the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) has not provided any official 

details about soft bread and hard durum wheat production. 

  

The decrease in production is mainly due to the drought affected provinces in Eastern Algeria. This 

region supplies most domestic demand. While projections for this marketing year were optimistic 

at 5 MMT, of which 3.3 MMT was wheat with a yield estimated at 4 T/HA, climatic conditions 

reduced actual results.  Therefore, Algeria will likely rely again on imports to fill the gap. Price 

relief this year will also probably boost imports.   

  

The drought has affected the Eastern region for the second consecutive year.  The MoA has also 

revised its preliminary MY 2013/14 total wheat and coarse grain production downward to 4.91 

million MT.  Some of the main growing areas in the Eastern part of the country suffered drought 

damage last year as well.  

  

  

Algeria cereals production comparison (in Million MT) 

Average Production 

(2000-2008) 

Production 

2009 

Production 

2010 

Production 

2011 

Production  

2012 

Production 2013 

  

           2.97 

  

     6.12 

  

   4.56 

  

4.25 

  

5.13 

  

4.91 

                                                Source: Ministry of Agriculture  

  

As domestic production is still mostly weather driven and does not meet domestic demand, Algeria 

will continue to import wheat and bread wheat as it planted fewer hectares than durum and barley.  

Algeria imported 6 to 7 MMT of total wheat over the past years.  Bread wheat represented 75 to 83 

percent of the wheat imports. Even when Algeria’s total grain production reached 6.12 MMT in 

2009, a record year, total wheat was 3.56 million MT, 2.43 million MT of durum wheat, and 1.13 

million MT of bread wheat, Algeria imported 5.6 MMT of wheat and wheat bread represented nearly 

4MMT.  

  

Algeria’s barley imports are also weather-driven—better weather results in higher local barley 

production and better pasture conditions, both of which decrease import demand.  Barley imports 

have fluctuated over the past several years. Following the good crop recorded in 2009 and the 

availability of good stocks and pasture, little barley was imported in 2010. Barley imports 

increased following an average crop in MY2013/2014.  As reported above, the crop was average 

and revised downward; more barley was imported in MY2013/2014 to meet the demand for animal 

feed and more likely will increase again in MY2014/2015 a reflection of the lower crop. 

  

  

Algiers 



Wheat                          

Algeria                                        

    

2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 

  

Market Year 

Begin: Jul 2012 

Market Year 

Begin: Jul 2013 

Market Year 

Begin: May 

2014 

USDA 

Officia

l 

New 

Post 

USDA 

Officia

l 

New 

Post 

USDA 

Officia

l 

New 

Post 

Area Harvested                 2,000 2,000 1,727 1,727 2,000 1,700 

Beginning Stocks               3,357 3,357 3,762 3,762 4,189 4,614 

Production                     3,400 3,400 3,302 3,302 3,600 1,800 

MY Imports                     6,484 6,484 7,000 7,400 6,000 7,500 

TY Imports                     6,484 6,484 7,000 7,400 6,000 7,500 

TY Imp. from U.S.              256 256 110 110 0 110 

Total Supply                   13,241 13,24

1 

14,064 14,46

4 

13,789 13,91

4 

MY Exports                     29 29 25 0 25 25 

TY Exports                     29 29 25 0 25 25 

Feed and Residual              50 50 50 50 50 50 

FSI Consumption                9,400 9,400 9,800 9,800 9,800 9,800 

Total Consumption              9,450 9,450 9,850 9,850 9,850 9,850 

Ending Stocks                  3,762 3,762 4,189 4,614 3,914 4,039 

Total Distribution             13,241 13,24

1 

14,064 14,46

4 

13,789 13,91

4 

Yield                          2. 1.7 2. 1.912 2. 1.058

8 

TS=TD   0   0   0 

  

Barley                         

Algeria                                            
2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 

  

Market Year 

Begin: Jul 

2012 

Market Year 

Begin: Jul 2013 

Market Year 

Begin: Jul 

2014 

USDA 

Official 

New 

Post 

USDA 

Official 

New 

Post 

USDA 

Official 

New 

Post 

Area Harvested                 1,000 1,000 900 900 1,000 800 

Beginning Stocks               1,435 1,435 1,194 1,194 942 942 

Production                     1,500 1,500 1,498 1,498 1,650 1,000 

MY Imports                     259 259 500 500 400 600 

TY Imports                     364 364 500 500 400 600 

TY Imp. from U.S.              0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Supply                   3,194 3,194 3,192 3,192 2,992 2,542 

MY Exports                     0 0 0 0 0 0 

TY Exports                     0 0 0 0 0 0 

Feed and Residual              1,700 1,700 1,900 1,900 1,900 1,900 

FSI Consumption                300 300 350 350 350 350 

Total Consumption              2,000 2,000 2,250 2,250 2,250 2,250 

Ending Stocks                  1,194 1,194 942 942 742 292 



Total Distribution             3,194 3,194 3,192 3,192 2,992 2,542 

Yield                          2. 1.5 2. 1.6644 2. 1.25 

TS=TD   0   0   0 

 

 

  

  

           

  

  

  

 


