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Report Highlights: 

The Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a 

notification to announce the alcoholic beverages standards implementation date as April 1, 2019.  

However, implementation of certain provisions have been deferred related to yeast in beer, and 

amendments to tolerance limits for low alcoholic beverages and wines, new category definitions and 

labeling requirements.  These provisions when modified will be officially notified and incorporated into 

the final regulation. 
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General Information:  

Major highlights of the current notification are: 

  

1. The Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) Regulations, 2018 went into effect April 

1, 2019. However, new/innovative categories of alcoholic beverages not covered under these 

regulations will need to be incorporated in the FSSAI regulations before they are introduced in 

the market.  

 

2.  The notification defers the implementation of provisions related to yeast in beer, and 

amendments to tolerance limits for low alcoholic beverages and wines, new category definitions 

and labeling requirements.   

 

3.  A six-month extension has been granted to food business operators to use old unused labels and 

printed cans, and sell product inventory manufactured prior to April 1, 2019 until March 31, 

2020 or until amendment regulations are finalized.   

 

4.  Any alcoholic beverages with Geographical Indications (GI) would be allowed to follow the 

quality standards as per the country of origin, but need to comply with the labeling and food 

safety requirements in accordance with the Indian regulation.  

  

The provisions that require modifications will be later notified as amendments to the final regulation. 
  

Background: 

On April 5, 2018, FSSAI published the final version of the Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic 

Beverages) Regulations, 2018 related to standards for alcoholic beverages.  The Regulations were 

scheduled to go into effect April 1, 2019. The earlier chronology related to the draft regulations are 

given below. 

  

October 23, 2015: FSSAI issued a notice calling for claims, suggestions, views, comments, etc. from 

stakeholders within a period of 60 days on the proposed standards for alcoholic beverages.  The 

comment period ended on December 23, 2015 (GAIN IN5140). 

  

December 1, 2015: India notified its Draft Alcoholic Beverage Standards to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) as G/TBT/N/IND/51.   

  

December 14, 2015: WTO Notification SPS/N/IND/119 detailing the standards of alcoholic beverages. 

  

September 5, 2016: The Draft Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages Standards) Regulation, 

2016 were published in the Official Gazette of India and uploaded on FSSAI’s website.  

  

 

 

 

The entire text of the notification is pasted below and is also available on FSSAI’s website -  

Direction related to implementation of FSS (Alcoholic Beverages Standards) Regulation, 2018 

http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Draft%20Alcoholic%20Beverages%20Standards%20Notified%20for%20Comments_New%20Delhi_India_11-2-2015.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/dam/jcr:37f93ae0-b0da-4233-8a7f-c6603f3393de/Direction_Alcoholic_Beverages_29_03_2019.pdf
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Table 1. Calendar year exports of Alcoholic Beverages to India 

(Value in U.S $ Thousands) 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Trade Data 
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