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The Macao Food Safety Center was officially established on October 20, 2013, coinciding with the
commencement of the Food Safety Law. The creation of the center is a new set up to carry out
strengthened food safety control measures. The Center is responsible for implementing the new Food
Safety Law which covers food safety surveillance, risk assessment and standard development. The
mandatory inspection of meat, produce, dairy products, eggs and seafood remains under the portfolio of
the Department of Food and Animal Inspection and Control. Both the Food Safety Center and the
Department of Food and Animal Inspection fall under the umbrella of the Civic and Municipal Affairs
Bureau. The establishment of the Food Safety Center and the implementation of the Food Safety Law
do not change any of the import requirements.



The Food Safety Control Authority in Macao

The Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau (IACM) is the principal food safety authority, among its many
other oversight responsibilities (including for culture, recreation, roads, sewerage, environmental
hygiene and parks). While all policy direction rests with Bureau’s Administration Committee which is
composed of a Chairman, two vice chairmen, and five members, the executive arm of food related
policy lies with the Department of Food and Animal Inspection and Control and the newly established
Food Safety Center. The Bureau’s umbrella also covers a government laboratory which supports all
testing associated with food safety regulation. An organization chart is attached at the Annex.

The Macao Food Safety Center

Back in 2008, the Macao government decided to introduce a Food Safety Law, which would fill in the
gap in the existing food regulations. This piece of regulation was designed to be the cornerstone
underpinning Macao’s food safety control and representing a significant milestone for a comprehensive
approach. Gain Report 1328 provides details on the Law.

A Macao Food Safety Center would be established with the mission of implementing the Food Safety
Law. In this connection, the Macao government set up a Food Safety Coordination Group in 2008 for
the purposes of preparing for the establishment of the Food Safety Center. With years of preparation,
the Food Safety Law was passed in March 2013, with the commencement date coinciding with the
establishment of the Food Safety Center in October 2013. Decree 210/2013 well specifies the Center’s
responsibilities which include setting food standards, handling food incidents, and conducting food
surveillance and food safety campaigns. To discharge this wide spectrum of duties, the Center currently
has a staff of over 60 working in three divisions, namely, Risk Management and Planning, Risk
Assessment and Risk Communication.

The Division of Risk Management and Planning is tasked to study and map out the long term food
safety strategy. The decree empowers the Center to implement the Food Safety Law with respect to
preventive, control and surveillance measures.

The Division of Risk Assessment is to conduct risk assessments for food safety control. Based on risk
analysis, it will develop food safety standards and guidelines to serve as a law enforcing yardstick to
exercise food safety control. The first of these food standards is the Regulation on Veterinary Drugs in
Food implemented in October 2013 via decree 13/2013.

Acknowledging the need to maintain close communication with the industry and the public, the Food
Safety Center also includes the Division of Risk Communication. This Division is to establish contact
not only with the local industry and the public but also with international food safety authorities. It
issues alerts on food incidents, and conducts seminars and campaigns promoting food safety.

Other Food Related Regulatory Oversight


http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Macao%20Passed%20Food%20Safety%20Law_Hong%20Kong_Hong%20Kong_6-17-2013.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Lists/Advanced%20Search/AllItems.aspx
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Lists/Advanced%20Search/AllItems.aspx

The creation of the Food Safety Center does not affect the existing food related regulatory oversight by
other incumbent Bureaus or IACM divisions. For example, the Department of Food and Animal
Inspection and Control under the IACM will continue to discharge the food safety regulation duties over
products that require mandatory inspection under decree 40/2004. These products include meat, dairy
products, eggs, seafood and produce. Hence, import control of these products also fall under the
portfolio of this Department. Decree 40/2004 empowers the IACM officials to inspect products and
documents and draw samples when necessary. It is also this Department’s responsibility to determine
certification requirements of the prescribed products. The establishment of the Food Safety Center and
the implementation of the Food Safety Law do not change any of the import requirements.

Under the IACM is a government laboratory. Its major function is to test water quality and food
products. The government laboratory has 1ISO17025 certification. Its accredited testing items have
amounted to 76 and 74 of which are on food products. In 2012, it conducted testing on 5,600 water
samples and 51,000 food samples. Food samples were drawn from produce, seafood, dairy and meat
products. The laboratory also conducted bird flu testing.

Two separate bureaus from the IACM, the Economic Services maintains its responsibilities for the
labeling policy and the Health Department for infant formula and approving health claims on food
labels respectively. The licensing for production premises, restaurants and other eating outlets are still
handled by the Economic Services, Government Tourist office and the IACM respectively.

Despite the fact that some other government bureaus are engaged in food-related regulatory oversight,
the IACM assumes the leading role as the food safety regulatory agency in Macao. Under the Food
Safety Law, other government bureaus are required to provide support to the IACM on food safety
management when necessary.

Annex: The Organization Chart of the Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau



SUPERVISORY CONSULTATIVE DMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE COMMITTEE COMMITTEE
Department of Department of
Technical Support CQuality Control
I
Division of Public Department of Civic
Relations and Macao f_ul!.ural Affairs and Central District Service
the Press Centre [Div} Consultation Centre
N 1
Division of gy
b eroretation Macao Museumn Datsion for Support Toi San Service Centre
and Translation of Art (Div) “-E E:M;T "
I
Division of Legal Dwvision of Civic Taina Service
pa Service Centre
and Notary Affairs CEARHicn S
Laboratory (Div.)
| | | |
Department of Department of Finance Departmeant of Dapartmeant of
Administrative and Information Sewerage and Construction and
Support Technology Urban Roads Urban Facilities
1 1 1 1
Division of Division of Diivision of Division of Project
Adrministration focountingand Sewerage Services Studies and Design
1 1 1 1
Division of Human i el Division of
Resources Uiviston i Assets Divislon of Buildings and
Management and Acquisitions Pubilic Roads Construction
I | | |
Division of Training [Dpdsion of Dévision afLirban Division of
and Documentation Technology Maintenance Urban Facilities
1
Dinision of B
Workshops an
Warehoutes
| 1 1 1
Department of Department of Department of Department of Food
Culvural Activities Ervvironment, Gardens and fand Anirmal Inspection Food Safety Centre
and Recreation Hygiene and Licensing Green Areas nd Control
I | I
il Division of Division of Animal Diwision of Risk
C “Eh":l:‘: l::t Ervwircnmental Division of Parks Control and Management
AT Il: IS Hyylr:ne ﬂ"d‘G:fd'ﬂ“ lnspi:cl:u:-n and P ;anrung
F?g]t!;aﬂ:?;l: Division of m";f}imig': ?_r:']dm" Dhivision of Divisicn of
and Sports Licensing Conservation Food Inspection Risk Assessment
1 1 1 1 1
il il Division for the s i
Division of Division of Protection of Division of Markets| Ohsion of Risk
Cuttural Facilities Inspaction Natural Areas Communication
1
Division for the Dvision of
Greening of the City Hawker Affairs




