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Report Highlights: 

The cumulative rainfall for the Southwest Monsoon 2018 reported by the Indian Meteorological 

Department, as of September 23, 2018 was nine percent lower than the fifty-year average. The recovery 

of monsoon in the second half (Aug and Sep) of the season has improved the pace of planting. Kharif 

2018/19 planting is 2 percent higher than the normal five-year average, led by increased area under 

paddy, pulses and cotton. 

 
 

  



General Overview 

As a whole, India received normal rainfall from June 1 through September 23 with a nine percent 

downward departure from the long-period average (LPA) for the Southwest Monsoon. The rainfall data 

reported by the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) as of September 23, 2018, indicates that 61 

percent of the total 662 districts across India have received normal rainfall, while 39 percent districts 

have received deficit rains. Twenty-six states/union territories have received normal rains, with nine 

states reporting deficient rainfall. Kerala in the only state reporting excess rains. 

 

Heavy rains expected in Northern India 

According to IMD, widespread rainfall is forecast in the next five days (Sep 24-28) in the States of 

Karnataka, Assam, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and Kerala. As Southwest Monsoon begins to 

withdraw during the next week, widespread rains are also expected in the Northern Indian states of 

Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh.  

 

IMD forecasts monsoon withdrawal from last week of September 

IMD forecasts the withdrawal of the Southwest Monsoon from Northwest India is likely to commence 

towards the end of September, and will withdraw from the western parts of Rajasthan starting September 

29, 2018. The rains usually start withdrawing from early September and the process is usually complete 

by end of October, signaling the end of the four-month season that starts in June. 

 

Kerala Floods 

On August 20, 2018, the Government of India declared heavy rains in the state of Kerala as a natural 

disaster, which allowed the Government of India to provide monetary assistance. As of September 23, 

2018, the rainfall received in the state was almost 25 percent higher than the normal five-year average. 

The state government declared 981 villages in various districts as flood/landslide affected during the 

Southwest Monsoon. The districts of Idukki and Pallakad received excess rains (100 percent above 

normal average) in the first two weeks of the monsoon. The excess rains were followed by continuous 

rains, and a second spell of heavy rains from mid-August until mid-September. The State Agriculture 

Department of Kerala is assessing the damage to agriculture areas, and the initial analysis indicates 

heavy damage of paddy and banana crop in various districts due to submerged fields due to heavy 

rainfall. Other crops that may be affected include spices and tapioca. 

 

Reservoir Storage 

States having better storage than last year for the corresponding period are Jharkhand, Odisha, Uttar 

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, AP&TG (two combined projects in both states), 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The state having equal storage than last 

year for the corresponding period is Punjab. States having lesser storage than last year for the 

corresponding period are Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Tripura, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

According to the Central Water Commission, there are seventy-seven reservoirs having storage of more 

than 80 percent, eight reservoirs having storage between 51 – 80 percent, three reservoirs having storage 

between 31-50 percent and three reservoirs with storage up to 30 percent of normal storage. 

 

Kharif sowing increases due to higher planting of rice and oilseeds from last year 

According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (MOAFW) September 20, 2018 sowing 

report, planted area under rice has increased by two percent from last year, while area under oilseeds has 

increased by three percent from last year.  Planted area under rice has increased in the states of 

https://www.mplads.gov.in/MPLADS/UploadedFiles/keralaflood_82.pdf
https://kerala.gov.in/documents/10180/d7b9bbdf-a90d-4aba-b418-3d95cf28d08f
http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/CWWG%20Data%20as%20on%2020.9.2018.pdf
http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/CWWG%20Data%20as%20on%2020.9.2018.pdf


Telangana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, West Bengal, and Haryana. Similarly area under 

oilseeds specifically soybeans has increased by six percent from last year mostly in the states of 

Rajasthan and Maharashtra. Planted area under pulses has reduced from last year, but is still almost 

sixteen percent higher than the normal five-year average. Area under the two pulse varieties of black 

gram (urdbean) and green gram (mungbean) have increased by more than 28 percent and 24 percent 

respectively as compared to the normal average. Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkand and Karnataka 

are the leading states where pulse acreage has increased. Planted area under sugarcane is 12 percent 

higher than the normal five-year average and four percent higher than last year. The increased acreage is 

mostly in the states of Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka. While the planted area under 

sugarcane has increased from last year, it only contributes five percent to the gross cropped area. 

 

  



 
  

  

                     

  













 


