
THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY 
STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY

Required Report:   Required - Public Distribution      Date:   January 21,2020

     Report Number:    TH2020-0007

Report Name:  Rice Price - Weekly

Country:   Thailand

 Post:   Bangkok

Report Category:   Grain and Feed

Prepared By:    Ponnarong Prasertsri, Agricultural Specialist

Approved By:   Eric  Mullis

Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices increased significantly 6-7 percent due to tighter domestic supplies and concerns 
about reduced off-season rice acreage.



Market Tone

Despite the weakening of the Thai baht to 30.25 baht/U.S. $1.00 from the previous week’s exchange rate 
of 30.05 baht/U.S. $1.00, rice export prices increased significantly 6-7 percent due to tighter domestic 
supplies of white rice.  Farm-gate prices of white paddy rice are under upward pressure, increasing an 
additional 2-3 percent from the previous week to 7,900 – 8,400 baht per metric ton (U.S. $261-278/MT) 
due to the concerns about the current drought.  As of January 15, 2020, the government reported that 
MY2019/20 off-season rice acreage declined to 4.4 million rai (0.7 million hectares), down 47 percent 
from the same period last year as the government restricted irrigation supplies for rice production due to 
critically low reservoirs.  Moreover, rice millers expect that the government will not supply irrigation for 
second off-season rice planting, which will normally begin in March after the first off-season rice is 
harvested.  Most foreign buyers reportedly purchased white rice from Vietnam, which is approximately 
U.S. $80/MT cheaper than Thai rice.            

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for January 13-19, 2020 
totaled 89,284 metric tons, down 93 metric tons from the previous week and up 19,053 metric tons from 
the four weeks moving average of 70,231 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from Jan 1 – 19, 2020, 
totaled 197,566 metric tons, down 56 percent from the same period last year.

Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 
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