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Report Highlights: 

Rice export prices increased 1 percent due to the strengthening Thai baht and white rice purchases from 

China and the Philippines.  
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Market Tone 

 
Rice export prices increased around 1 percent from the previous week due to the strengthening 

Thai baht and new purchases of white rice by China and the Philippines.  The Thai baht 

strengthened to 32.58 baht/U.S. $ 1.00 from the previous week’s rate of 32.88 baht/U.S. $ 1.00. 

 The Ministry of Commerce’s Department of Foreign Trade reports that the Philippine government 

decided to purchase 224,000 metric tons of 25% grade white rice which consisted of (a) 144,000 

metric tons at around U.S. $370/MT (FOB) from the November 20, 2018 Philippine tender for 

500,000 metric tons, and (b) 80,000 metric tons at approximately U.S. $385/MT (FOB) from the 

November 28, 2018 Philippine government-to-government tender for 203,000 metric tons.  

Additionally, the Chinese government agreed to purchase another 100,000 metric tons of 5% 

grade white rice.  This will be the seventh shipment under the one million metric ton Thai-Chinese 

government-to-government agreement signed in December 2015.  Thai rice exporters will handle 

the delivery of all of these contracts.  The actual shipments will take place in December 2018 and 

January 2019.       

  

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for  

November 19-25 totaled 156,642 metric tons, down 2,299 metric tons from the previous week and 

up 790 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 155,852 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice 

exports from January 1 – November 25, 2018 totaled 8,518,521 metric tons. 



 
  

 

 

End of Report. 

  

           

  

  

  

 


