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Report Highlights: 
Export prices increased significantly, particularly for fragrant rice, due to several new inquiries while at 

the same time exporters are securing rice supplies to fulfill their shipments to Iran.  
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Export prices increased significantly as exporters received additional new inquiries for fragrant and 

white rice.  At the same time, exporters are securing rice supplies for the shipments to Iran in May 

2017.  The shipments to Iran reportedly will consist of approximately 40,000 – 50,000 metric tons of 

both 100 B grade white rice being purchased by the Iranian government and fragrant white rice being 

purchased by Iranian companies.  The quotations for this week show a 1-2 percent price increase for 

white rice and an 8 percent price increase for fragrant rice.     

 

Last week, the Thai government announced the sale of 1.6 million metric tons of feed-quality rice 

stocks from the 3.7 million metric ton tender issued on March 23, 2017.  Most of the winning 

purchasers were swine feed mills with the winning bids ranging between 4,000 – 5,000 baht per metric 

ton (116 – 145 USD/MT).  The government announced that on April 28, 2017, they will issue a new 

tender for the sale of the deteriorated rice stocks totaling approximately 1 million metric tons.  Most of 

the bidders for this tender are expected to be ethanol producers.  Presently, the remaining government 

rice stocks total approximately 5 million metric tons which consist of 1.7 million metric tons of food-

quality rice, 2.2 million metric tons of feed-quality rice, and 1.1 million metric tons of deteriorated rice.  

             

 

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for April 17-23, 2017, 

totaled 29,607 metric tons, down 55,281 metric tons from the previous week, and down 92,018 metric 

tons from the four-week moving average of 121,625 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 

– April 23, 2017, totaled 2,419,558 metric tons.   
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