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Report Highlights: 

Rice export prices increased by 2-4 percent due to strong demand for low-grade white rice from African 

countries.  The government is expected to sell the remaining 2.04 million metric tons of rice stocks by 

October 2018. 
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Market Tone 

 
Export prices for all grades of rice increased by 2-4 percent from the previous week driven by 

strong demand for low-grade white rice from African countries.  Meanwhile, the government is 

planning to issue a new tender for the remaining 44,000 metric tons of food-quality rice stocks in 

late April – May 2018.  According to the National Rice Policy and Management Committee meeting 

on March 29, 2018, the government is holding 2.04 million metric tons of old-crop rice stocks 

which consist of (1) 1.5 million metric tons of feed-quality rice, (2) 0.5 million metric tons of 

deteriorated rice, and (3) 0.04 million metric tons of food-quality rice.  The government expects to 

sell all of these remaining rice stocks by October 2018, with the food-quality rice stocks being sold 

in late April or May and the other rice stocks being sold from June – September 2018.   

 

The Thai Rice Exporter Association reported that Thai rice exports during January – February 2018 

totaled 1,912,620 metric tons, up 10 percent from the same period last year.  Rice exports in 

February were 950,761 metric tons, 4 percent increase from the same period last year, but smaller 

than the 17 percent increase in January 2018, compared to the previous year.  This suggests that 

the strong export momentum of 2017 is slowing down.  

  

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for March 19-

25, 2018, totaled 166,034 metric tons, down 69,479 metric tons from the previous week and down 

17,953 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 183,987 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice 

exports from January 1- March 25, 2018, totaled 2,286,490 metric tons.   
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End of Report. 

  

           

  

  

  

 


