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Report Highlights: 

Rice export prices increased 1 percent due mainly to demand for white rice from the Philippines.  The 

government will issue a new tender for the remaining food-quality rice on May 18, 2018.  
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Market Tone 

 
Despite the weakening of the Thai baht from 31.39 baht/U.S. $1.00 to 31.72 baht/U.S. $1.00 this 

week, export prices for most grades of rice increased 1 percent due mainly to the demand for 

white rice from the Philippine government.  The Ministry of Commerce reported that the Philippine 

government decided to purchase 120,000 metric tons of Thai 25% grade white rice at U.S. 

$517.50 per metric ton (MT) in its tender for 250,000 metric tons of white rice on May 4, 2018.  

Additionally, the Philippine government purchased 80,000 metric tons of Vietnamese 25% grade 

white rice at U.S. $517.50/MT and 50,000 metric tons of Vietnamese 15% grade white rice at U.S. 

$526.50/MT.  The shipment will take place in May until June 15, 2018.      

 

The government will issue a new tender for the remaining 43,725 metric tons of food-quality rice 

on May 18, 2018.  Additionally, the government plans to conduct another tender for the remaining 

1.5 million metric tons of feed-quality rice and 0.5 million metric tons of deteriorated rice in June 

2018.              

 

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for April 23-29, 

2018, totaled 173,330 metric tons, up 51,459 metric tons from the previous week and up 48,866 

metric tons from the four-week moving average of 124,464 metric tons (Table 2.1).  Rice exports 

from January 1 – April 29, 2018 totaled 3,087,655 metric tons. 



 
  

  

End of Report.  

  

           

  

  

  

 


