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Report Highlights: 

Export prices of white and parboiled rice further increased 2-3 percent due to market rumors about an 

Indian rice export ban.  Fragrant rice prices are leveling off but still above U.S. $1,000/MT.  
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Market Tone 

 
Export prices for most grades of rice further increased 2-3 percent from the previous week due to 

unusual new inquiries for white and parboiled rice from African and Middle Eastern countries.  

Foreign buyers seek Thai rice due to concerns about rumors that India will ban non-basmati rice 

exports to Bangladesh during mid-September – November 2017.  The purpose of such a ban is 

reportedly to stabilize domestic rice prices in case of floods.  Meanwhile, Thai rice exporters are 

actively sourcing new-crop parboiled rice and old-crop white rice (mainly from the government 

stocks) to fulfilling pending shipments to African countries.   

The Thai government is likely to delay the new tender to be issued in September 2017 for the 

remaining stocks of 0.6 million metric tons due to the ongoing investigation into non-food quality 

rice being resold in the food chain.  Additionally, some suspicious sales of non-food quality rice 

have been suspended.            

Export prices of fragrant rice are leveling off this week due to lack of new inquiries.  However, 

quotations are still above U.S. $1,000/MT as supplies of new-crop MY2017/18 fragrant rice will not 

enter the market until late October 2017.  

 

 

  

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for September 

4-10, 2017, totaled 185,583 metric tons, down 2,220 metric tons from the previous week and 

down 9,750 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 195,333 metric tons (Table 2).  

Rice exports from January 1 – September 10, 2017, totaled 6,017,791 metric tons.   
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