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Cherries 

  

  

Production and acreage 

  

In 2016 total sweet and sour cherry production in Poland is expected to increase in comparison with 

2015 by 3.1 percent. Total production of cherries (tart and sweet) is forecast at 235,000 Metric Tons 

(MT). The total number consists of 185,000 MT sour cherries and 50,000 MT sweet cherries. In 2016 

cherry orchard acreage diminished by 1.5 percent in comparison with 2015 and amounted to 38,500 

hectares. 

  

Winter 2015/16 was another mild winter in Poland. There were no winter losses in the number of cherry 

trees. Cherry plantations came into the 2016 season in very good shape.   

The area planted diminished as some farmers gave up unprofitable production. 2016 is the second 

consecutive year of very low farm gate prices for cherries in Poland. Cherry growers suffer from lack of 

capital for investments, mostly for necessary irrigation. The cherry crop 2016 is high but the quality of 

fruit is diverse. Especially fruit other than dessert are of small size. The main problem for cherry 

growers is insufficient soil moisture that weakens cherry tree immunity against pests. Due to the low 

production profitability many of orchards were not protected well against pests and diseases. In 2016 

cherry farm gate prices did not cover production so some growers gave up the crop harvest.  

  

  

Consumption 

  

Sweet cherries are a seasonal fruit consumed fresh and unprocessed.  Fresh domestic consumption of 

cherries averages 0.8-1.0 kg per person and is increasing.  Sour cherries are utilized principally by the 

processing industry.  The main sour cherry products are:  frozen fruits, juice concentrates, jams and 

marmalade.  Over 50 percent of industrial sour cherry consumption is frozen, with almost 80 percent of 

frozen cherry products directed to foreign markets.   

  

  

Trade 

  

Poland’s 2015 (January-December) total exports of fresh dessert cherries were higher than in 2014 by 

43 percent. In 2015 fresh sweet and sour cherries fruit exports (including EU-28 trade) amounted to 

17,580 MT, valued at US $13.1 million. The increase of export volume did not translate into an increase 

of income. In 2015 the value of total cherry exports diminished by 7 percent in comparison with 2014. 

Export destinations changed for Polish cherry exporters for the last two years. Polish producers and 

exporters have been strongly hit by the Russian ban on food imports imposed on the EU in August 

2014. Until 2014 Russia was the main cherry export market for both tart and sweet cherries capturing 60 

percent of Poland’s total cherry exports. In calendar year 2015 the main destination of export sales are 

EU member states, which source fruit for processing. Germany is the main export destination for sour 

cherries, capturing 45 percent of Poland’s sour cherries external sales. For sweet cherries Belarus partly 



replaced Russian demand. Strong competition from markets like Turkey, Serbia and Hungary 

diminished Polish sour cherry export prices. In in the first half of 2015 average cherry export prices, 

lower than for the same time of the previous year, affected the Polish cherry industry’s diminishing 

profitability of production for both processors and farmers. In the second half of 2015 export prices 

increased for processors and exporters but the increase was not reflected to the same extent in farm gate 

prices.  

  

For 2016 calendar year it is forecast that Poland’s sour and sweet cherry exports will exceed 2015 level 

by 6 percent. After Russian export ban sweet cherry export volume need switch in sales destinations. 

  

The 2015 year was a good year for Poland’s freezing industry and exporters as global demand for 

cherries exceeded available supply. Greater demand for frozen cherries by the United States contributed 

to this to some extent.  In 2015 frozen cherry exports reached 133,000 MT, valued at U.S.$ 162.5 

million.  Traditionally Germany consumed one third of all frozen cherries exported by Poland.  U.S. 

imports of frozen cherries from Poland were valued at U.S.$ 0.9 million in 2015.  

  

  

  

Peaches and Nectarines 

  

Production and acreage 

  

In 2016 production of peaches is forecast at 9,600 MT, 3 percent lower than for the last year. In 2015-16 

peach orchard area diminished to 2,500 hectares, from 2,700 in the 2014; a decrease of 7.4 percent. The 

biggest peach orchard in Lower Silesia region in Poland was taken out of production in 2015. The 

orchard owners’ interest in peach cultivation diminished in Poland last year. Another consecutive year 

of low prices for peaches made some growers switch to other fruit production.  

The decline in production is expected to be much smaller than the decline in crop area due to very 

favorable weather conditions during this year’s vegetation season. Winter 2015/16 was very mild and 

there were no losses in the number of peach trees. In January 2016 frost without snow cover caused only 

some local damage in very young plantings without consequences for the overall crop output. The main 

problem for Polish peach growers is a constant lack of enough soil moisture and lack of capital for 

investments in orchards’ irrigation. 

  

Consumption 

  

Domestic consumption of peaches and nectarines is very irregular due to the strong influence by the 

import price of those fruits. 

  

Trade 

  

Poland is a net importer of peaches. In 2015 (January-December) Poland imported over 110,000 MT, 90 

percent sourced from other EU member states, mostly from Spain and Italy. For 2016 imports of 

peaches will stay in line with last year’s results. Exports of local peach varieties are destined for Belarus 

and Ukraine. In 2015 calendar year Poland’s peach exports are estimated at 20,000 MT.  



  

  

Policy 

  

In Poland cultivation of peaches, plums, and cherries is not subsidized. The Minister of Agriculture 

provides fruit growers, including stone fruit producers, with support to strengthen their marketing power 

through the creation of producer groups.  In June 2016 Poland had on record 237 groups and 67 

organizations of fruit and vegetable producers operating in the market.  Those entities had almost 7,000 

members who registered about 25 percent of the country’s fruit and vegetable sales by value. The level 

of horizontal integration among fruit growers in Poland is still low and is recognized as one of the main 

reasons for the instability of the fruit market.   

  

  

Poland’s Stone Fruits Production, MT 

  2013 2014 2015 2016 f 

Sour cherry 188,200 176,500 179,400 185,000 

Sweet cherry 47,600 48,100 48,100 50,000 

Cherry total 235,800 224,600 227,500 235,000 

          
Plums 102,400 106,100 94,900 86,000 

Peaches 10,400 9,800 9,900 9,600 

Apricots 4,100 3,100 3,700 3,000 

Total stone fruits 352,700 343,600 336,000 333,600 
Source: Polish Office of Statistics, 2015 
f – Forecast, FAS/Warsaw 

 

   

  

  

Poland’s Stone Fruits Area, HA 

  2013 2014 2015 2016 f 

Sour cherry 33,700 32,100 29,600 29,000 

Sweet cherry 10,800 10,800 9,500 9,500 

Cherry total 44,600 42,900 39,100 38,500 

          
Plums 18,200 16,500 13,900 13,500 

Peaches 2,900 2,700 2,500 2,500 

Apricots 1,400 1,300 1,500 1,500 

Total stone fruits 67,100 63,400 57,000 56,000 
Source: Polish Office of Statistics, 2015 
f – Forecast, Institute of Agricultural Food Economics 

  

  

Poland’s Stone Fruits Exports, MT 



  Cherries sweet and tart - fresh Peaches and Nectarines- fresh 
EU-28 Non EU 28 Total EU-28 Non EU 28 Total 

2013 6,660 14,897 21,557 751 20,125 20,876 
2014 1,986 10,299 12,285 1,381 34,233 35,614 
2015 11,731 5,848 17,579 2,137 17,599 19,736 
2016 f 11,560 7,000 18,560 2,000 18,000 20,000 
Source: Global Trade Atlas 
f – Forecast, FAS/Warsaw 

  

  

Poland’s Stone Fruits Imports, MT 

  Cherries sweet and tart - fresh Peaches and Nectarines- fresh 
EU-28 Non EU 28 Total EU-28 Non EU 28 Total 

2013 3,332 603 3,935 96,610 440 97,050 
2014 2,716 471 3,187 122,712 481 123,193 
2015 1,900 62 1,962 109,941 68 110,009 
2016 f 1,500 60 1,560 110,300 100 110,400 
Source: Global Trade Atlas 
f – Forecast, FAS/Warsaw 

  

 
Poland’s top export destinations for sour cherries fresh, MT 

Poland Export Statistics 
HS 080921, Sour Cherries (Prunus Cerasus), Fresh 

Year Ending Series: December, 2012 - 2015 

Partner Country Unit 
Quantity 

2012  2013  2014  2015  
World T             9,745           11,410                8,323                   12,476  
EU28 T             5,395             5,659                1,699                     9,255  

Non EU               4,350             5,751                6,624                     3,221  
Germany T             4,326             4,796                1,136                     5,566  
Belarus T                 487             1,075                2,940                     3,151  
Latvia T                    -                       8                        7                     1,217  
Belgium T                 331                   94                   269                        563  
Source: Global Trade Atlas 

  

 

 

 

 

Poland’s top export destinations for sour cherries fresh, U.S.  $ 

Poland Export Statistics 
HS 080921, Sour Cherries (Prunus Cerasus), Fresh 

Year Ending : December, 2012 - 2015 

Partner Country 
United States Dollars 

2012  2013  2014  2015  
 World        13,430,679             13,303,998                    7,863,367              8,312,205  



 EU28          7,692,698                5,858,441                    1,445,549              7,516,402  
Non EU         5,737,981                7,445,557                    6,417,818                 795,803  
 Germany          5,963,993                4,946,130                       869,726              3,739,668  
 Latvia                         -                       10,557                            7,634              1,509,781  
 Belarus              634,646                1,214,106                    2,287,299                 755,686  
 Lithuania                  2,873                        3,847                         72,677                 607,014  
Source: Global Trade Atlas  

 

 
Poland’s top export destinations for sweet cherries fresh, MT 

Poland Export Statistics 
HS 080929, Cherries, Fresh, Other Than Sour 

Year Ending : December, 2012 - 2015 

Partner Country Unit 
Quantity 

2012  2013  2014  2015  
World T             7,339           10,147                3,962                     5,103  
EU28 T             1,643             1,001                   287                     2,476  

Non EU               5,696             9,146                3,675                     2,627  
Belarus T                 556             1,427                1,736                     2,472  
Lithuania T                   73                   58                   203                        860  
Source: Global Trade Atlas  

  

  

Poland’s top export destinations for sweet cherries fresh,  U.S. $ 

Poland Export Statistics 
HS 080929, Cherries, Fresh, Other Than Sour 

Year Ending Series: December, 2012 - 2015 

Partner Country 
United States Dollars 

2012  2013  2014  2015  
World       12,931,773             15,334,203                    6,292,620              4,814,094  
EU28         3,348,389                1,793,140                       678,627              3,639,308  
Non EU         9,583,384             13,541,063                    5,613,993              1,174,786  
Lithuania             310,518                   255,420                       460,518              1,370,760  
Belarus         1,041,479                1,880,129                    2,268,834                 936,037  
Source: Global Trade Atlas  

  

 

 

 

 

Poland’s top export destinations for sour cherries frozen, MT 

Poland Export Statistics 
HS 08119075, Sour Cherries, Frozen 

Year To Date: January - December 

Partner 

Country 
Unit 

Quantity % Share 
% 

Change 
2013 2014 2015 2013 2014 2015 2015/2014 



World T    115,122     120,237     132,847  
  

100.00 
  

100.00 
  

100.00   10.49 

EU28 T 
      

81,095  
      

90,647  
      

98,276    70.44   75.39   73.98   8.42 

Germany T 
      

35,295  
      

37,646  
      

44,777    30.66   31.31   33.71   18.94 

Belarus T 
   

        444  
        

4,747  
      

24,563    0.39   3.95   18.49   417.39 

France T 
        

8,923  
      

10,886  
      

10,646    7.75   9.05   8.01  - 2.21 

Belgium T 
        

7,353  
        

8,106  
        

9,938    6.39   6.74   7.48   22.61 

United States T 311 599 734 0.27 0.50 0.55 22.57 
Source: Global Trade Atlas  

 

   

Information sources: 

1. Polish Office of Statistics, Yearbook 2015  

2. Global Trade Atlas, Eurostat 

3. Institute of Agriculture and Food Economics in Warsaw, Poland.   

  

  

  

  

  

End of Report. 
  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


