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Report Highlights:

Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) received three applications for
Vietnamese agricultural products for Japan’s Geographical Indication (GI) registration process.
Previously, only one non-Japanese item (Parma Ham) has been registered through Japan’s ordinary Gl
process. The Government of Japan has engaged with Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
partners to expand GI protections in recent years.



General Information:

On June 10, 2019, Vietnamese agricultural producer organizations applied under Japan’s Geographical
Indication (GI) registration process for three agricultural items from Vietnam. As shown in Table 1,
these are 1) Bubn Ma Thuot Coffee, 2) Luc Ngan Lychee, and 3) Binh Thuan Dragon Fruit. After
screening by MAFF and following a 3-month public comment period (not yet announced), expert
committee members will discuss if the products can be recognized as Japanese Gl items.

Presently, Prosciutto di Parma (Parma Ham) is the only non-Japanese product to be registered by the
ordinary GI process (see JA7118). MAFF implemented Gl systems for agricultural and food products in
2015 (see JA5008). As of June 14, 2019, Japan designated 81 domestic Gls for agricultural, forestry,
and fishery products and protects 71 European Union (EU)-proposed Gls for agricultural and food items
(see JA7151).

In June 2017, MAFF and Vietnam National Office of Intellectual Property agreed that they would work
together to mutually protect some Gl items. Similarly, MAFF and the Department of Intellectual
Property, Ministry of Commerce of the Kingdom of Thailand agreed to work together on GI issues in
March 2017. Several media reports indicate that the Government of Japan would like to expand Gl
protection for items from ASEAN countries. FAS/Tokyo expects to see an increase of non-Japanese
agricultural and food items on the application list going forward.

See more information on http://www.maff.go.jp/e/policies/intel/gi_act/register.html for registered Gl
and http://www.maff.go.jp/e/policies/intel/gi_act/notice.html for GI applications.

Table 1: Vietnamese Agricultural Products Applied for Japanese Gl
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