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NOTIFICATION OF EMERGENCY MEASURES

Addendum

The following communication, received on 21 May 2012, is being circulated at the request of the Delegation of Singapore.
_______________
	Certification on Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) - Withdrawal of "Six-year BSE Freedom" Certification 

	
On 9 October 1997, the Primary Production Department, Ministry of National Development, Singapore, the predecessor of the Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore (AVA), notified the WTO in notification G/SPS/N/SGP/1 of the certification requirement on BSE for bovine meat and meat products, offal and by-products imported into Singapore.

The certification requirement was for the exporting country to have been free from BSE for six years prior to the date of slaughter of the bovine animals and the date of export of the product.  The rationale for imposing the requirement was that there was a possible link between BSE in cattle and a new variant Creutzfeldt-Jacob Disease in humans and the long incubation period of five+ years for BSE.


Since 1997, there has been a development in setting BSE-related guidelines in the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the international standard-setting organization for guidelines related to animal health.  The OIE has established an official system to classify regions according to BSE risk status.  The categories are Negligible BSE Risk, Controlled BSE Risk and Undetermined BSE Risk.  The classification takes into account the release and exposure of risk assessments and the implemented measures, such as feed control and BSE surveillance.  


Singapore is classified as Negligible BSE Risk and the AVA has adopted a system that is consistent with the OIE, in allowing the import of bovine meat and products.  Singapore will recognize countries classified by the OIE as Negligible BSE Risk and will not place any import restrictions on bovine meat and product from these countries with respect to BSE.  In the case of countries that are classified Controlled BSE Risk and Undetermined BSE Risk, the AVA would evaluate their status based on information provided that is consistent with the OIE guidelines and on-site inspection.


The AVA hereby notifies that the notification G/SPS/N/SGP/1 regarding the six-year freedom certification on Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) has been withdrawn.
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