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NOTIFICATION OF EMERGENCY MEASURES

Addendum

The following communication, received on 1 February 2013, is being circulated at the request of the Delegation of Singapore.
_______________

	Import of birds, poultry and poultry products from countries affected by notifiable avian influenza (NAI)

	
In our notification G/SPS/N/SGP/26 of 12 February 2004, AVA notified that Singapore would suspend the import of birds, poultry and poultry products from HPAI affected countries to safeguard animal health and protect human health. AVA wishes to revise this measure, in light of current guidelines on notifiable avian influenza by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE). 

In accordance with Chapter 10.4 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, notifiable avian influenza (NAI) is defined as an infection of poultry caused by any influenza A virus of the H5 or H7 subtypes or by any AI virus with an intravenous pathogenicity index (IVPI) greater than 1.2. NAI viruses can also be divided into highly pathogenic notifiable avian influenza (HPNAI) and low pathogenicity notifiable avian influenza (LPNAI).


Taking into consideration the animal and public health risks posed by HPNAI, and the risk that LPNAI viruses have the potential to mutate into the highly pathogenic form, AVA will restrict the import of birds, poultry and poultry products from any country, zone or compartment where there has been an infection of poultry caused by any influenza A virus of the H5 or H7 subtypes of notifiable avian influenza (NAI).


As part of AVA's risk based approach to minimise trade disruption, AVA will consider scoping down the restriction to specific zones or compartments in the NAI-affected country based on the country's disease control and risk mitigation measures to control and prevent the spread of NAI.

	This addendum concerns a:

	[ ]
Modification of final date for comments

	[X]
Modification of content and/or scope of previously notified regulation

	[ ]
Withdrawal of regulation

	[ ]
Change in period of application of measure

	[ ]
Other:   

	Agency or authority designated to handle comments:  [ ] National Notification Authority, [X] National Enquiry Point.  Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other body:

	Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore

(Attn:  Dr Audrey Chen)

5 Maxwell Road, #18-00

Tower Block, MND Complex

Singapore 069110

Republic of Singapore

E-mail:  Audrey_chen@ava.gov.sg 

	Text available from:  [ ] National Notification Authority, [X] National Enquiry Point.  Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other body:

	Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore

(Attn:  Dr Audrey Chen)

5 Maxwell Road, #18-00

Tower Block, MND Complex

Singapore 069110

Republic of Singapore

E-mail:  Audrey_chen@ava.gov.sg 
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